Juvenile Justice Coalition

P.O. Box 477

Bath, Ohio 44210-0477

(330)666-8596

www.juvenilecoalition.org 

November 2010
Who is the Juvenile Justice Coalition (JJC)

· A membership organization, with members (organizations, families and individuals) throughout Ohio.

· Incorporated in Ohio (November, 1993) as a 501(c)(3) not for profit organization

JJC Mission:

To promote effective programs, equitable treatment of youth, and public policy that will reduce juvenile delinquency in Ohio.  JJC has focused on two policy areas of encouraging community-based alternatives to institutionalization and reducing minority overrepresentation in the juvenile justice system.

What JJC does well

· Influencing juvenile justice policy.

· Monitoring Ohio juvenile correctional facilities and working with Ohio administration to influence reform.

· Coordination of a project to assess legal representation for indigent juvenile offenders in Ohio; report, Justice Cut Short, released March 2003

· Influenced the state of Ohio to institute a Disproportionate Minority Representation Committee and actively involved in the work of the committee

· Assisted the implementation of RECLAIM Ohio – getting money to counties to increase community-based alternatives to institutionalization

· Legislative advocacy

· Coalition building with other organizations
· JJC works in coalition  with state and national organizations on policy issues

· Organized a coalition to exert community influence on juvenile corrections to reduce institutional abuse and improve conditions of care

· Developed coalition positions regarding juvenile sentencing legislation in 2000, juvenile sex offender registration in 2001, and detention use in 2002, involving many Ohio organizations, which had a positive impact on the final outcome of the bills.

· Co-sponsors of conferences have included many government and private organizations.  

· Education

· Rethinking Juvenile Detention in Ohio – promoting detention alternatives

· Community Education project to provide education to the youth and their families about their rights and the legal processes in Ohio’s juvenile justice system.

· Statewide conferences on the issues of community-based alternatives to institutionalization, minority over-representation in the juvenile justice system, youth violence, and challenges to juvenile justice (criminalization of juvenile offenders and best practices). 

· Information dissemination

· JJC has prepared fact sheets on research findings on juvenile justice issues

· Website, www.juvenilecoalition.org, includes fact sheets

