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Members of the Juvenile Justice Coalition are troubled by the State of Ohio’s lack of progress to improve Ohio’s juvenile correctional facilities. In May 2008, the Ohio Department of Youth Services (ODYS) settled a federal class action lawsuit claiming that the confinement conditions at ODYS were unsafe for youth. The settlement mandated specific steps be taken to provide a safer and more humane environment, and work toward a regional small facility delivery system model as opposed to large institutions. 
We deem ODYS’s progress insufficient based on our visits to these facilities and the monitoring team’s expert witness reports in the case. Children continue to be isolated inappropriately and for long periods of time, facility violence remains high, mental health services are significantly lacking, and the youths’ high suspension rates only further damages their inadequate education. 
While ODYS is making some strides toward meeting its goal to provide an effective, humane, consistent, evidence-based juvenile system, lasting change has not occurred. Therefore, to increase children’s safety and advance their rehabilitation progress, we urge the new Ohio administration and DYS to take the steps required by the settlement.
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