To the editor:

This letter is in response to Thomas L. Sartini’s June 3rd opinion editorial, Should Senate pass reforms of juvenile-justice system? No.  According to the Ohio Revised Code, section 2151.01, the purpose of the Juvenile Court is to provide for the care, protection, and mental and physical development of children subject to Chapter 2151. of the Revised Code, whenever possible, in a family environment, separating the child from the child’s parents only when necessary for the child’s welfare or in the interests of public safety. Society has always treated juveniles as different from adults when it comes to criminal justice.  HB-86 reforms Ohio’s juvenile justice system to be more consistent with that code and philosophy.  What Mr. Sartinin refers to as the current system providing “the only method of uniformity and fairness in the way these most serious offenders can be prosecuted”, is really “one size fits all”.  Passing HB-86, a major reform of the Ohio’s broken juvenile justice system, in the state senate begins the process of changing that assembly-line injustice by giving judges and the criminal justice system a chance to help those youngsters reclaim their lives in their own communities. 

In some cases, longterm incarceration is necessary for public safety. But for the majority of cases where that is not the case, it is cheaper and more effective to give the youths a second chance. We can save their lives and millions of dollars for taxpayers at the same time.

Sharon Weitzenhof, Director

Juvenile Justice Coalition (Ohio)

